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SUBJECT 


briefing paper on RIGHT-WING TERRORISM IN el sal 

^^^jj^ttp[||j2^SALVAP0RAN DESK AT 

COMPOSED A BRIEFING PAPER ON ^^'J^J^STATE FOR 

THE REQUEST OF DEPUTY ASSISTANT THE PAPER IS BASED UPON 

Saascg, gySs w 1S 

DURING A PENDING RESTR I CTE G SEC RETARY 

Sc ON CENTRAL AMERICA' AND «AS SLATED F °* J% T ro N ED. 

SCHULTZ PRIOR TO HIS TRAVEL TO EL SALVADOR. p»PE» 

amSaSSaDOR PICKERING HAS INFORMED ° F ™^J S 2^^^0N 20 

Sing a secure voice telephone conversat on 
OCT. AND HE REQUESTED THAT A COPY FF PFflYIB ii 


TEAR LINE ‘ 

EL SALVADOR: RIGHT+WING DEATH SQUADS 


A SELECTIVE 


STUDY ON STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION 


INTRODUCTION: 

VIOLENCE BY THE SALVADOR^ RIGHT BEEN WITHIN A THE l CURRENT BE 

difficult to investigate, it has only been *JJ^ tion on the 

CALENDAR YEAR THAT WE HAVE DE ^ EL E - HE Q p THE GROUPS INVOLVED. 
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Salvadoran society. 


DEFINITION OF TERMS: 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT A "DEATH SQUAD" IS CONSIDERED TO 
BE AN EXTRA-OFFICIAL PARAMILITARY CROUP. ITS MEMBERSHIP IS NOT 
NECESSARILY COMPOSED OF SALVADORAN’ SECURITY FORCE OR MILITARY 
PERSONNEL. HUMAN’ RIGHTS ABUSES COMMITTED IN THE COURSE OF MILITARY 
OPERATIONS, NO MATTER HOW ABHORRENT, ARE NOT "DEATH SQUAD 
ACTIVITIES". HENCE UNDER THIS DEFINITION THE EXECUTION OF 18 
CIVILIANS IN FEBRUARY 1983 AT THE LAS HOJAS FARM COOPERATIVE IS NOT 
A DEATH SQUAD ACTIVITY BECAUSE IT WAS PERPETRATED BY AN ARMY UNIT 
UNDER THE COMMAND OF ITS CAPTAIN. 

GENERAL CHARACTER IST1CS : 

THE RIGHTIST PARAMILITARY GROUPS, OR "DEATH SQUADS", ARE 
DIVERSE IN COMPOSITION AND PURPOSE BUT DO SHARE MANY 
CHARACTERISTICS. THE GROUPS ARE NOT LARGE; THEY RARELY EXCEED 20 
CONCURRENT MEMBERS AND COMMONLY OPERATE IN GROUPS OF 10 OR LESS. 
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP IN SUCH CROUPS IN EL SALVADOR PROBABLY OSCILATES 
BETWEEN 100 AND 200. THE SQUADS ARE ESSENTIALLY IMPERMANENT. MOST 
MEMBERS HAVE OTHER FULL TIME PROFESSIONS AND COALESCE TO PUN AND 
EXECUTE TERRORIST ACTS. RANK AND FILE MEMBERSHIP IS FLUID AND 
SOMETIMES INTERCHANGEABLE, WHILE LEADERSHIP POSITIONS ARE MORE 
PERMANENT. LEADERS OF ONE GROUP ARE LIKELY TO KNOW THE LEADERS OF 
OTHERS OPERATING IN THE SAME AREA OR AGAINST COMMON TARGETS AND 
AND DISTINCT GROUPS OCCASIONALLY CONDUCT JOINT OPERATIONS. INFORMA- 
TION ABOUT THE MEMBERSHIP AND ACTIVITIES OF THE GROUPS IS TIGHTLY 
HELD AND ANYONE BETRAYING THEIR TRUST IS SUBJECT TO EXECUTION. 

THERE APPEAR TO BE TWO CATEGORIES OF DEATH SQUADS, 
DIFFERENTIATED BY THE PUBLIC OR CLANDESTINE NATURE OF THEIR 
OPERATIONS. THE FIRST CATEGORY IS PUBLICITY SEEKING. THEY EMPLOY 
SELF-STYLED TITLES SUCH AS THE "WHITE WARRIORS UNION", THE "GENERAL 
MAXIMILIANO HERNANDEZ MARTINEZ ANTI-COMMUNIST BRIGADE", OR THE 
"SECRET ANT I -COMMUNIST ARMY" AND MAKE A PUBLIC EXAMPLE OF THEIR 
VICTIMS, WHO ARE OFTEN TORTURED TO DEATH OR EXECUTED, AND DUMPED IN 
PUBLIC PLACES. THE KILLERS PROCLAIM THEIR WORK WITH COMMUNIQUES OR 
PLACARDS LEFT WITH THE BODY IDENTIFYING THE RESPONSIBLE SQUAD AND 
CONTAINING A WARNING TO OTHERS, OR BY CARVING THE NON-SPECIFIC 
LETTERS "E.M. " (THE SPANISH ABBREVIATION OF "DEATH SQUAD") ON THE 
BODY. THE SECOND TYPE OF DEATH SQUAD USES NO TITLE AND, APART FROM 
THE EVIDENCE OF TORTURE, LEAVES NO INDICATION OF ITS RESPONSIBILITY. 
MOST OF THOSE KILLED BY RIGHT-WING DEATH SQUADS APPEAR TO BE VICTIMS 
OF THIS LATTER TYPE. 

OFFICIAL PROTECTION FROM PROSECUTION OR GOVERNMENTAL 


interference is primarily the ' ,™ E ^ P T tAR A o^'nALu”or 

KEY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS and Or. .P FR0 * j NVI ST I GAT INC 

MOTIVATES SOME PUBLIC OFFICIALS TO RLFRAIN FRO.. - ' 

Or PROSECUTING GROUP MEMBER £ . SOME GOVERNMENT . I Ml U • ' ’ 

AND SECURITY OFFICIALS PARTICIPATE IN RIGHTIST 

ACTIVITIES, BUT DO SO CLANDESTINELY AND NOT AS P*FT OF THtIR 

Official function or as an extension of official policy. 

targets for kidnapping, hostile interrogation .or TORTURE A.ND 

KS DBUG ADDICTS. 

AND THE PERSONAL ENEMIES OF THE GROUP LEADERS. 

THE ACTIVITY OF PUBLICITY SEEKING TERRORIST SQUADS HAS 
INCREASED IN THE LAST YEAR IN RESPONSE TO A VARIETY OF INFLUENCES. 

THE NATIONALIST REPUBLIC ALLIANCE (ARENA) AND ”S LEADER ROBERTO 
D'AUBl’IsSON, WHOSE INVOLVEMENT IN TERRORISM W LL BE DETA LEI ^ |ELO , 
SaCe CONSOL DATED THEIR POWER AND NOW FEEL ABLE TO ACT WITH RELATIVE 
IMPUNITY AGAINST THOSE PERCEIVED TO BE ENEMIES . AT THE SAME TIME, 
DEMOCRATIC COMPETITORS FOR POWER HAVE IMPROVED 

EXPANDED THEIR POLITICAL POWER BASES. AND THREATS ARENA S HOLD ON 
POWER IN THE COMING ELECTIONS. RIGHTISTS ALSO FEEL THREATENED BY^ 

s*-e ^®mju 

Ss 

NOTED THAT LEFTIST TEBBOBIST *”.V.TY, OFTEN mCETED ONJHE P CHT 

FOR RIGHTIST TERROR. 

RIGHTIST DEATH SQUADS: 

an EXAMPLE OF THE PUBLICITY-SEEKING DEATH SQUAB IS T"E 

litaby obganuation of the national fibst bepublican alliance pab 
(abena). the gboup has obganized ano is dibected by db. pedbo 

BEGALaDO CUELLaB. BEGALADO, a FOBMEB DENTIST. I ACTIVITIES ABE 
SECUBITY AT THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. THE GBOUP'S ACTIVITIES ABE 

Sen with the khohledge and appboval of abena leadeb and^ 

WSSaSSBsSSrsss 






EVEN ATTACHE? D'Al'BLMSSCN IN ONE. OF ITS COMMUNIQUES. 

»■; «GALAOO. ‘nimlss Mi" “slon-TK.fw.TH 

i H ALXlXSSON. DI MEMBERSHlP°iN ARENA ' S DEATH SOL.O VARIES^ETWEEN 10 
AND 20 INDIVIDUALS. COMPOSED OF MEMBERS U °J. f D CIVILIANS. THE 

NATIONAL POLICE. THE TREASURY POL ICE .AND SELECTED^C Vl^L I ANS • 

GROUP ENGAGES IN ASSASSINATION, KID- APP . 0UUT j Q naRY LEFT AND 

INTIMIDATION. THEIR PR p^TY IPDO THEIR PRINCIPAL 
MEMBERS OF THE CHRISTIAN DE *°rJ AT1 !: F OPERATIVES SEE THEMSELVES AS 
COMPETITORS FOR POLITICAL POWER. THE' 3FER ^ IN WAYS THAT THE 

VIGILANTES WHOSE PURPOSE IS TO EE haNDSIN THE FIGHT AGAINST 

r css WS 

WJNKMIJSf SLI TO THE 

guerrillas. 

* LESS than comprehensive list or actions taken by ™ e ^J t 

death SOUAD (OR A PREDECESSOR ORGANISATION SINCE thi^ or the 

.rHJSrtiiS ;!cS S' POLLOWIHG: 

assassination of PDC MAYORS AND PARTY WORKERS prior to the 
MARCH 1982 CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY ELECTION. 

PROTECTING THE SERGEANT WHO KILLED EVRNGELINA GARCIA. A 
PDC MAYOR, ALONG WITH HER DAUGHTER ON MAY 29, 19BZ. 

killed a suspected guerrilla and dumped his body in A SAN 

SALVADOR HOTEL PARKING LOT ON MAT 6. 1M3. ALONG 
uriTc thdp a trsi i NG A PDC ASSEMBLY DELEGATE. 


MACHINE-GUNNED PDC HEADQUARTERS IN SAN SALVADOR ON JUNE 7. 
1983. 

TORTURED AND KILLED TWO SUPPOSED GUERRILLAS WHOSE BODIES 
WERE FOUND JULY 1, 1983, IN SAN SALVADOR. 

SET OFF FOUR BOMBS IN SAN SALVADOR ON SEPTEMBER 6, 1*83. 

THE BOMBS WHICH CAUSED NO ^JURIES WERE ° FE supp0 SED 
OF LABOR LEADER JORGE RUIZ CAMACHO THE HOMES OP SUPP 5 
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THE. *MNA WIUW V^IUIV UFTI'- ACTIVISTS. THEIR 
-T r ns,pp]Nc-.. INTERROGATING AND MLL '^ T SI “ TERROR 1ST TARGETS. 

CONFESSIONS PROVIDE LEADS TO ADDITIONAL TERRORIST 

REGENT THE .ARENA SQUAD H-nS lARGETLI P^ 0 nA21E p AND 1 NO. 

ARNULFO ROMERO. 

typically suspected GUERR i E J; A s is shared 

INTERROGATION. INF0R ^ TI0 ^?;J N ^ M e1 1 I?s BASE THEIR ACTIONS AGAINST 

STOSS! solely upon 

CONFESSIONS MADE UNDER DURESS. 

there is eittle .npornat.on ^^"n^ved T* 

ssessK sfe - 

murder for hire. 

the ARENA DEATH SQUAD OCCASIONALLY OPERATE ioJjaL^OL l C eT I0N 
A SQUAD COMPOSED PRIMARILY BY CONDUCTED THROUGH NATIONAL 

CONTACT WITH THIS GROUP IS ^nSe”Sd ARENA CONSTITUENT 

F ‘ ss 1NFORHATIOk 

To OR UOAEADO WHO IN TURN DEALS WITH D*AUBUISSON. 

NATIONAL POLICE: 

A DEATH SQUAD WHICH TENDS TO AVOID HIGH PROF J^^ E ° * IT IS 

EXISTED WITHIN TH ^ NA I POLI RESp0NS1BL E FOR THE 

THIS SQUAD WHICH IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN A TH£ S q U xD A T THAT 

1nSPECT0R S MISAEL A RIVAS ROHERO, NATIONAL 

SECTION, THE SPECIAL POLITICAL IN HEAD OF THE SQUAD IS LTC. 

AJUSTEDES =, S SIeF N OF DEUCTIVES aSd HEAD OF THE INTELLIGENCE 
'department. 

LTC. MARQUEZ'S INF° R |£ E DETECTIVE 1 PEREZ^Q 1 AREN^ 1 *^ 1 ^ 
REGALADO IS MAINTAINED THROUGH DETECTIVE PEREZ A"u 
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THIS MECHANISM 15 l SI D TO PROVIDE THE ARENA LEADERS 
;s or PEND I NO INVESTIGATIONS or THEIR ^ARAMILnAPY 
,\ND TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE. MARQUEZ A ' 

;s< FROM PROCEEDING. ALSO SUPPORTIVE C< ARLN« • L - •• 

|V -.TIES, AND HI.MSELF A MEMBER or THE NATIONAL I 
SQUAD. IS LTl . RENE EMILIO PONCE. DIRECTOR 
.ICE TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT. PONCE HAS 
AND HIS TEAM IN THE ACQUISITION AND DOCUMENT 

VEHICLES USE? IN TERRORIST ACTIVITIES. THE KA Ji°^ L n !p^l 0 NS 
ALSO PROVIDED WEAPONS TO SUPPORT ARENA PARAMILITARY OPERATI 

IN ADDITION TO OCCASIONALLY JOINING IN ON ACTIONS THE NATIONAL 

POLICE DEATH. SQUAD COOPERATES WITH REGALADO ' S I" C )F SAN 

OPERATION OF THE CLANDESTINE PRISON IN THE ESCALOR SECTION OF Si AN 
SALVADOR. WHICH IS SUPERVISED BY NATIONAL POLICE OFFICER RAT - 
LOPEZ DAVILA. 

CURRENT OR RECENT MEMBERS OF THE NAT ^^^/^^^UADER^AS 
INCLUDE INSPECTOR M1SAEL RIVAS ROMERO. THE SQUAD TACTICAL LEADER, *5 
WELL AS I SM-AEL PAR ADA CACERES, JOSE ROBERTO WCIKOS MABROQUi IN 
EFRAIN LARKS MONROY , CARLOS ALVARADO GOMEZ. AND MARIO SAUL MERINO 

ESCOBAR. 


NATIONAL GUARD: 

A NATIONAL GUARD DEATH SQUAD HAS OPERATED SINCE AT LEAST 1981. 
CAPT. EDUARDO ALFONSO AVILA AND RODOLFO ISIDRO LOPEZ ’ ^q R aN 

MEMBERS OF THE SQUAD. WERE CONSPIRATORS IN THE MURDER OF SALVADORAN 
!So VIERA AND U.S. LABOR ADVISORS HARK MICHAEL 

KES or ?he KSS5Z £3d ^lSS« A] [ 0 JHE tim^of those 

Saras w 

GROUP WAS PROVIDED THROUGH RICARDO SOL MESA. A SALVADORAN 
BUSINESSMAN AND OLIGARCH FAMILY MEMBER. 

CAPTAIN EDUARDO AVILA HAS BEEN LIVING IN EXILE, AND THOUGH 
IEGALLY SUBJECT TO ARREST ON A CHARGE OF DESERTION, HE IS A FRIE 
OF AND UNDER THE PROTECTION OF ROBERTO D’AUBUISSON. °JHER 

WARRIORS UNION" , MAJ ENZO GUILLERMO RUBIO. NATIONAL POLICE CHIEF IN 
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..... ..... UT , AH '.IT IOCS NAROCU. HEAD or THE NATION*. Pm If! DEATH 
T'"S- CPI RAFAEL L-'PEZ DAVILA. SLPtfiVUOR ^ : KEF . 

^^ : .cP;7^;nsco 01 ,,mM : «m 

r- : : Ks>as u-pu' 'Ufian. 

national POLICE DEATH SQIAD MEMBER, L THE SHERATON MURDERS, 

wh: along with AVILA ORDERED THE • organized DEATH SOL ad in 

LTC MARIO DENIS MORAN, LEADER OF R .... hl \ USE THE NAME GENERAL 

THE ARMED FORCES ENGINEERING CENTER • WHICH MAY jjjj jgaDP . THE 
HAX1MILL1ANO HERNANDEZ MARTINEZ ^1 COMMUNIST RIGHT-WING 

VISITORS PROBABLY ALL REPRESENT MAJOR ELtntn 
TERRORIST SUBCULTURE OF EL SALVADOR. 

ADDITIONAL DEATH SQUADS: 

the GROUPS DISCUSSED ABOVE 

OPERATING IN EL SALVADOR- THERE I SQUAD OPERATING WITHIN 

STRONGLY INDICATES THE EXISTENCE OF A DEATH SQUAD ^ m 

THE RANKS OF THE TREASURY POL ICE AND < °™“* ™“Ji c SOHE OF THESE 
C C ro^rm”mOs!?flE‘"E^?Hr*l!LrX^DT„E TREASERT 
POLICEHAS INCLUDED KIDNAPPINGS ARID EXECUTIONS. 

RIGHT-WING TERROR IN CULTURAL CONTEXT: 

death SOUAD ACT.VITT IS OEEPET .NCRaINED SIS!- 

and TO VARYING DEGREES IN ALL THE ACTIVITY IS REFLECTIVE 

WITH COSTA RICA AS A POSSIBLE EXCEPTION THE ACTIVITY uW 

OF SOCIAL TURMOIL AND OF WEAK AND CORRUPT NATION^ 

ENFORCEMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND 5?*!! LeCAL SYSTEMS HAS 
INSTITUTIONALIZED AUTHORITY AND RELJABL nrAL RULE BY 

encouraced the persistence of Caudill^ ^ necessary, haintain 

SSSeh tSgh the use’oe arhed security soeads. 

IN EE SALVADOR SOHE OF THE CADRE OF FJESENTWY^RICHT-NINO 

TERRORIST GROUPS HERE PROBABLY drawn intelligence collection 

CAHPESINO BASED LOCAL l *“ KTcfn^haDRANO IN THE 1960S. ORDES 
SYSTEH THAT FLOURISHED UNDER GEN. HADRANOIN^THL nati » AUL T IN 

EFFECTIVELY INSTITUTIONALIZED VIG LANTEI! SH AND claSS 1CALIY 

Salvadoran society is undergoing forced “ K "m 0SE 
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ThEir"sTPPORT of RIGHT-WING TDRPOf*^" C J t s! >ersTiiOI> IS 
«T CRUCUl. MW> THAN IN W» 

Tr>Zc\* »««; W H OOnil'o-TC U,TU, FUNDS. 

FUNC1 ,OMNC of THE SQUADS APPW ^.^ctOPED SENSE 

THE SALVADORAN H 1 LITARY HAS AN nRAT p S aN ETHOS OF SILENCE 
or OFFICER CORPS SOLIDARITY WHICH IN ^°J A J*p™ s , PARTICULARLY BY 

WITH^ INVESTIGATING SmV.InAM INVESTIGATOR*! THE 

PE T RSoJ*E HTUTIONSHIP SETVJEEN the T lW 0 S SI.lt FOP THE 

investigator^to^ proceed^ against a feuow officer. 

IN THOSE UNUSUAL CASES WHERE A ^ D 1 I S sl^ ^ ' 

ISul?S T lS T S SdMV J{SS»T S*Sm 

COM ?, THERE REMAINS THE OBSTACLE OF A WE Aj AND f of 

inmriARY JUDGES, WITNESSES, AND JUR BEEN WILLING TO 

CREDIBLE^ DEATH THREATS. VERY FEW SALVADORANS HAVE * aSSISTINC 

expose themselves mid theirpahu TO 0 R*vE v] R d 1 al act of v , 0UEN CE 
LEM^S,St%SSIS RT HASS v .OUNCE. 
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